Tricks for boosting yeast's ethanol yields
To become a widely used source of fuel, widespread industrial production of ethanol using yeast needs to be simple and efficient. However, two conditions ideal for boosting production-tolerance of higher temperatures and high concentrations of ethanol-have been limiting (see the Perspective by Cheng and Kao). Now 
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Economic isolation limits biodiversity
It's an ecological truism that the more isolated an island, the fewer species it will have; isolation (along with island size) is thought to influence colonization, extinction, and speciation. 
PLANT GENOMICS
Shelling out the genetics of peanut allergies P eanut allergies are on the rise, but how did the genes that encode these allergens evolve? To find out, Ratnaparkhe et al. examined the genomes of the cultivated and wild peanut and compared them to other plants to determine how the major peanut allergens Arah1, Arah2, Arah3, and the closely related Arah6 evolved. Relative to other plant species, some of these genes changed their position within the genome, duplicated, expanded (added new nucleotides to the sequence), and/or mutated. Despite this, the researchers observed genetic similarities in the specific regions of these peanut genes that cause the immune system to react. -LMZ
